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Southern Cayuga Central School District – Curriculum Map 

Subject: 8th Grade General Music            School Year: 2018-2019 

Title or Topics 
w/ NYS Standards 

Essential Questions & Vocabulary* Content Skills 
(Activities to cover Essential Questions) 

Major Assessments 
(Tests, Project, etc.) 

Time Frame 
 

Basics of Music 
Standard 
MU:Re7.1.8 
 

How do individuals choose music to 
experience? 
What tools do we need in order to take 
part in making music? 
 
Beat 
Rhythm 
Tempo 
Pitch 

• Students will deconstruct popular 
songs and understand the basic 
elements that comprise them. 

• Students will begin learning basic 
keyboard skills. 

• Students will practice playing simple 
melodies to a steady beat. 

• Classroom discussion 
• Competitive rhythm 

activities 
• Assessment of 

NYSSMA Level I piano 
skills (5-8 notes in one 
or both hands) 

Marking 
Period 1 
(Sept. 5 – 
Oct. 19) 
 

First Music 
Production 
Project 
Standard 
MU:Cr1.1.8 
MU:Cr2.1.8 
 

How do musicians generate creative 
ideas? 
How do musicians make creative 
decisions? 
 
Metronome 
Voice 
Instrumentation 
Measure 
Pitch 

• Students will recreate a popular song 
of their choice (teacher approving) 
with GarageBand, using one MIDI 
voice, bass and drums. 

• Daily Assessment of 
GarageBand projects 

• Presentation of final 
project to class 

Marking 
Period 2 
(Oct. 22 – 
Dec. 7) 

More Keyboard 
and Rhythm Skills 
Standard 
MU:Pr4.2.8 

How does understanding the structure 
and context of musical works inform 
performance? 
 
Accompaniment 
Syncopation 
Subdivision 

• Students will review music terms 
• Students will play more complex 

rhythms on piano and percussion 
instruments. 

• Written test on music 
terminology covered 
to date 

• Assessment of 
NYSSMA Level II-III 
piano skills (All 8 
notes in one or both 
hands) 

Marking 
Period 3 
(Dec. 10-
Jan. 25) 

Research Project 
Standard 
MU:Re9.1.8 
MU:Cn11.1.8 
 

How do we judge the quality of musical 
work(s) and performance(s)? 
How does music help us understand the 
lives of people of different times, places, 
and cultures? 

• Students will explore the history and 
context of different genres and artists 

• Students will prepare a presentation 
about a music artist of their choice 
(teacher approving), using clear 

• Students will present 
their research to the 
class in accordance 
with a clear rubric 

Marking 
Period 4 
(Jan. 28-
Mar. 15) 
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How does music help preserve personal 
and cultural insights and values? 
 
Genre 
Folk 
Citation 

speech and thoughtfully constructed 
sentences. 

Music Production 
Projects 
Standard 
MU:Cr3.1.8 
MU:Re7.2.8 
 

How do musicians improve the quality of 
their creative work? 
How does understanding the structure 
and context of music inform a response? 
 
Form 
Chorus 
Pre-Chorus 
Verse 
Bridge 
Refrain 
Key 

• Students will recreate a popular song 
of their choice with GarageBand, using 
1-3 MIDI voices, bass and drums. 

• Students will create original songs 
using specific/limited tools and styles 

• Daily Assessment of 
GarageBand projects 

Marking 
Period 5 
(March 18-
May 3) 

Science of Sound Wave Form 
Frequency 
Node 
Antinode 
MIDI 

• Students will explore older forms of 
music technology, from the 
gramophone to digital sampling 

• Students will record a song or sound 
project with GarageBand using 
“found” sources (acoustic, non-digital) 

• Written test on 
previous and 
additional music 
terminology 

Marking 
Period 6 
(May 6-
June 14) 
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New York State Standards for 8th Grade: 

Creating 8th Grade 
How do musicians generate creative ideas? 
 
The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that influence musicians’ 
work emerge from a variety of sources 

MU:Cr1.1.8 
a. Generate rhythmic and melodic phrases and harmonic accompaniments within 
expanding forms (including introductions and codas), and explain connection to 
purpose, context, and/or expressive intent. 

How do musicians make creative decisions? 
 
Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their expertise, 
context, and expressive intent 

MU:Cr2.1.8 
a. Organize and/or demonstrate developed musical ideas for arrangements or 
compositions that express unity and variety (including theme and variations), and 
tension and release in expanding forms (including introduction and coda) and 
convey expressive intent. 
 
b. Use standard notation and/or audio/video recording to combine, sequence, and 
document musical phrases and harmonic accompaniments. 

How do musicians improve the quality of their creative work? 
 
Musicians evaluate and refine their work through openness to new 
ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria. 

MU:Cr3.1.8 
a. Evaluate, refine, and document revisions to music, applying criteria and 
feedback (related to appropriate application of compositional techniques), and 
explain the rationale for changes. 

How does sharing creative musical ideas demonstrate expressive 
intent? 
What personal purpose does sharing creative musical ideas serve? 
 
Musicians’ presentation of creative work is the culmination of a 
process of creation and communication. 

MU:Cr3.2.8 
a. Present the final version of their documented composition, song, or 
arrangement, using craftmanship and originality to demonstrate the application of 
compositional techniques for creating unity and variety, tension and release, and 
balance to convey expressive intent. 

Performing 8th Grade 
How do performers select repertoire? 
 
Performers’ interest in and knowledge of musical works, 
understanding of their own technical skill, and the context of a 
performance influence the selection of repertoire. 

MU:Pr4.1.8 
a. Apply established, collaboratively, and personally developed criteria for 
selecting music of contrasting styles for a program (from teacher- or student-
provided otpions) with a specifc purpose and/or context, and explain expressive 
qualities, technical challenges, and reasons for choices. 

How does understanding the structure and context of musical 
works inform performance? 
 
Analyzing creators’ context and how they manipulate elements of 
music provides insight into their intent and informs performance. 

MU:Pr4.2.8 
a. Compare the structure of contrasting pieces of music selected for performance, 
explaining how the elements of music are used in each. 
 
b. When analyzing selected music, sight-read, on the staff, simple rhythmic, 
melodic, and/or harmonic notation, as appropriate to the musical tradition. 
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c. Explain how social, cultural, and historical contexts inform performances and 
result in different musical interpretations. 

How do performers interpret musical works? 
 
Performers make interpretive decisions based on their 
understanding of context and expressive intent. 

MU:Pr4.3.8 
a. Demonstrate contrasting pieces of music that show their interpretations of the 
elements of music and expressive qualities (such as dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
articulation/style, and phrasing) and explain how they convey intent and are 
appropriate to the context. 

When is a performance judged ready to present? 
How do musicians improve the quality of their performance? 
 
To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, evaluate, and 
refine their performance over time through openness to new 
ideas, persistence, and the application of appropriate criteria. 

MU:Pr5.1.8 
a. Discuss and apply established, collaboratively developed, and personally 
developed criteria and feedback to evaluate the accuracy and expressiveness of 
performances. 
 
b. Identify and apply appropriate rehearsal strategies and show readiness to 
present. 
 
c. Respond appropriately to aural and visual cues. 

How are expressive intent and technical accuracy demonstrated 
through the sharing of prepared musical work? 
How do context and the manner in which musical work is 
presented influence audience response? 
 
Musicians judge expression and technique in prepared 
performances by using criteria that vary across time, place, and 
culture. The context and how a work is presented influence the 
audience response. 

MU:Pr6.1.8 
a. Perform music with stylistic expression, technical accuracy, and culturally 
authentic practices. 
 
b. Perform appropriately for the audience, venue, context, genre and style, 
demonstrating performance decorum. 
 
c. Respond appropriately to aural and visual cues. 

Responding 8th Grade 
How do individuals choose music to experience? 
 
Individuals' selection of musical works is influenced by their 
interests, experiences, understandings, and purposes. 

MU:Re7.1.8 
Select and compare how a set of contrasting musical works (from teacher- or 
student-provided options) connect to and are influenced by specific interests, 
experiences, purposes, or contexts. 

How does understanding the structure and context of music 
inform a response? 
 
Response to music is informed by analyzing context (social, 
cultural, and historical) and how creators and performers 
manipulate the elements of music. 

MU:Re7.2.8 
a. Compare how the elements of music and expressive qualities relate to the 
structure of contrasting pieces in a set of musical works. 
 
b. Identify and compare the context of sets of musical works from a variety of 
genres, cultures and historical periods. 

How do we discern the musical creators’ and performers’ 
expressive intent? 

MU:Re8.1.8 
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Through their use of elements and structures of music, creators 
and performers provide clues to their expressive intent. 

Support a personal interpretation of contrasting sets of musical works and explain 
how creators and performers apply the elements of music and expressive qualities, 
within genres and culture and historical context, conveys expressive intent. 

How do we judge the quality of musical work(s) and 
performance(s)? 
 
The personal evaluation of musical work(s) and performance(s) is 
informed by analysis, interpretation, and established criteria. 

MU:Re9.1.8 
Apply established collaboratively, and personally developed criteria to evaluate 
musical works and performance, citing evidence, explaining appropriateness to the 
context. 

Connecting 8th Grade 
How does music deepen our understanding of ourselves, promote 
creative expression, and encourage productive collaboration? 
 
What inspires and informs the creative work of musicians? 
 
The multidimensional system of music allows us to uniquely 
express and reflect upon ideas, opinions, aesthetic values, and 
human sentience. Musicians draw upon universal themes, 
disciplinary and interdisciplinary understandings, and life 
experiences to inform their creative expressions. 

MU:Cn10.1.8 
a. Design, implement, and reflect on a strategy for expanding one’s knowledge of 
unfamiliar music. 
 
b. With teacher guidance, identify the musical qualities that give persuasive music 
(such as soundtracks, commercials, protest songs) its effect on the perspective and 
beliefs of the listener. 

How does music help us understand the lives of people of different 
times, places, and cultures? 
 
How does music help preserve personal and cultural insights and 
values? 
 
Creating, performing, and analyzing music deepens our knowledge 
of ideas, informs our understanding of cultures, and helps us 
envision the future. 

MU:Cn11.1.8 
a. Perform folk music from a variety of cultures, including some in foreign 
languages, and explain the music’s role(s) and meaning in its culture of origin, 
citing sources. 
 
b. Identify ways in which music is used to inform or change the beliefs, values, or 
behaviors of an individual or of a society. 
 
c. Explore career opportunities in the field of music. 

 


