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Subject: English 12 School Year: 2020-2021 Prepared by: William Zimpfer 
 

Title or Topics 
w/ NYS Standards 

Essential Questions & Vocabulary Content Skills 
(Activities to cover Essential 

Questions) 

Major Assessments 
(Tests, Project, etc.) 

Time Frame 

Senior Project 
W: 1,2,4,5,6,7,8 
S,L: 1,2,4,5,6 
Lang6 

How can we build a bridge to 
what comes next for seniors so 
their final year of HS is valuable 
and meaningful? 

 
How can we instill the habits and       
essential nature of self-reflection    
and self-direction? 

 
What are the basic elements of an 
effective MLA-format research 
paper? 

 
Primary/Secondary source, works 
cited, parenthetical citation, 
heading, hanging indent 

 
What are the elements of 
conducting an effective 
interview? 

 
 Bloom’s taxonomy: 
knowledge, comprehension, 
application, analysis, synthesis, 
evaluation 

Year-long Senior Project allowing 
seniors to investigate an area of 
interest which might focus on: 
Internship/Work Experience, Personal 
Development (skill or expertise, 
certification or license), 
Teaching/Mentoring, Community 
Service/Politics, Research (scientific 
or social), Technology/Web-based, 
Arts, School Publication. This will 
include research-based writing. 

• Project Proposal 

● Research 1, basic topic 
intro, presentation 

● Res # 2 and 3: 2 x 3p 
research paper 

o Source research on 
specific focus 
question, w/ at 
least 1 interview 

o MLA format 

● Ongoing reflective writing 
and self-evaluation 

● Ongoing progress 
conferences w/ Record 
Keeping of hours 

● Summative 
public 
presentation 

1 week 

1 week work 
1 week pres. 

 
 

2-3 weeks 
each 

 
 
 
 

1 day/MP 
 

1-2 days/MP 
 
 

1 week prep 
2 week
s class pres 

 



 

 



 

College Apps/Prep 
W: 4.5.6 
Lang. 6 

What makes an effective 

Common App essay? 
 

How can we use all of the 
elements of the writing process 
to ensure that our app essays are 
as good as they can possibly be? 

 
Pre-writing, drafting, revision, 
editing 

Preparing college/scholarship/work 
applications, essays. 
Coordinating with guidance to 
provide instruction, guidance and 
class time so students can 
complete college application essays 
and submit college applications 
before Thanksgiving.  

● Common App essay 
● College Applications 

● Scholarship Applications 

2 weeks 

The American Experience 
and emergence of 
American ideas. 

Who were the 19th century writers 
and thinkers that began to 
distinguish American letters from 
our European roots.  
How did Irving, Poe and Fennimore 
Cooper present America in a way 
that captivated European 
audiences? 
How did Emerson and Thoreau, as 
transcendentalists, express ideas 
that separated them from 
European thinkers of their time.  

 Reading of The Declaration of 
Independence in its entirety and write 
summarization. 
Read The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and 
Rip Van Winkle, identifying Irving’s use 
of humor and warmth for his 
characters.  
Read excerpts from The Last of the 
Mohicans, identifying Cooper’s 
archetypal frontier hero as uniquely 
American. 
Read The Telltale Heart and the Cask of 
Amontillado and identify Poe’s 
influence on the short story form and 
his creation of the psychological 
thriller.  
 
Reading of On Self Reliance and On 
Civil Disobedience and articulate the 
transcendentalist characteristics of 
Emerson’s work and the influence of 
Thoreau on Ghandi and MLK. 

 Short reflective writing pieces 
on the readings from Thoreau 
and Emerson. 
Reading quizzes for checking 
comprehension and compliance 
following each reading 
assignment.  
 

4 weeks 

 



Non-Fiction Reading 
S,L: 1 
Lang. 3,4,5 

What are the basic elements of 
analyzing and critiquing a work of 
journalism? 

 
How can we effectively use active 
reading and SUPA strategies to 
make sense of what we read? 

Reading non-fiction closely to prepare 
for college level work. Choice of long- 
form journalism article to actively read, 
critique, and discuss. Review of Active 
Reading Strategies and SUPA strategies. 

● Active reading of piece 

● Pitch, Complaint, Moment 
– SUPA activity 

● Written Critique 

2-3 weeks 

Novel Unit- 1984 by 
George Orwell  

Dystopian vs. Utopian visions. 
What are the characteristics and signs 
of an authoritarian regime?  
What do authoritarian governments 
do to maintain control of their 
people? 
How has Orwell’s dystopian vision 
materialized in the modern world? 

 

Analyzing author’s point of view and 
bias. Understanding historical context 
as an influence on plot. Comparing 
fictional representations to historical 
and contemporary politics.  
Close examination of North Korea as 
the current example of Orwell’s vision 
realized.  

Reading quizzes to check 
for comprehension and 
compliance. 
Journal entries about 
personal observations of 
democracy’s virtues and 
short comings. 
Final essay analyzing 
Orwell’s cautionary tale 
with the American system 
of checks and balances.  

 
 

4-5 weeks 

 

 



 

Drama Units 
 
Pygmalion 
 
Hamlet 
 
Our Town 

 
How do playwrights tell stories 
and reach audiences using the 
vehicle of life performance 
drama? 
How does dialogue, stage action, 
scenery and costumes 
communicate setting and theme 
to an audience.  

Reading plays in class with students 
rotating parts to experience various roles.  
 
Watching scenes performed by 
professional actors via video to see the 
production in its finished form.  
 
 

Journal entries 
commenting on various 
thematic aspects of each 
play as well the tools the 
playwright uses to 
communicate with his or 
her audience.  
Final essay following each 
play for students to 
demonstrate an 
understanding of how 
each play’s theme was 
communicated the 
audience.  

2-3  weeks 

Per play  

Grammar/Structure 

Lang. 1,2 

What are some of the most 
“essential-to-avoid” pitfalls of 
college-level writing, why do they 
matter, and how can we work to 
avoid them? 

 
Passive vs active voice 
Apostrophe use 
Misplaced/dangling modifiers, 
independent clause, subordinate 
clause, relative clause, phrase, 
dangling modifier 

 
How can we identify editing issues 
in writing? 

Preparation for college writing, 
addressing Hamilton College’s “7 
Deadly Sins of Writing”: passive voice; 
incorrect punctuation of two 
independent clauses; wordiness; misuse 
of the apostrophe; misplaced and 
dangling modifiers; pronoun problems; 
and assorted pet peeves. 

● 1-2 topics/MP, w/ intro    
to topic and activity/quiz    
for each 

● NYT Copy Editing Quizzes! 

Ongoing 
throughout 
the school  
year.  

 



Plagiarism basics. What is plagiarism and why do 
people get so worked up about it? 

 
What are some effective practices 
to help us avoid it? 

 
Paraphrase, summary 

Knowing and avoiding plagiarism, using 
Purdue OWL materials. Topics include: 
defining plagiarism, effective 
paraphrasing, correctly citing research, 
and using aids to cite research, ie 
EasyBib or CiteThisForMe 

● Plagiarism activity 

● Paraphrasing activity 
● Consistently part of the 

eval on R papers above 

1 week 

 

 



 
     

Writing Narrative 
W: 3,4,5,6 
Lang. 6 

How can we use what have 
learned of the writing process to 
write an effective memoir or 
short story? 

Time for more creative writing. Writing 
memoir, short fiction. 

● Completed Starting Point 
Piece: short story, memoir, 
personal essay, personal 
narrative 

2-3 weeks 

Novel Unit- Frankenstein 

Medical and scientific 

ethics. 

Big tech and ethical 
information gathering 

and use.  

What is the ethical use of science 
and scientific knowledge?  
Who should own our personal 
data and who should determine 
how it is used? 

Reading of Mary Shelley’s novel 
Frankenstein. 
Reading and viewing various articles 
and Ted Talk videos about scientific 
ethics and gathering and use of data 
by companies such as Google, 
Mircrosoft, Amazon and other.  

Reading quizzes following 
assignments to measure 
compliance and 
comprehension. Short 
writing assignments on 
ethical topics related to 
science and technology. 
Final essay expressing 
personal beliefs about 
ethical use of science or 
technology backed by 
factual information.  

4 Weeks 

Short Story Unit- Coming 

of Age  

How do writers use the short      
story format to communicate    
theme?  
What characterizes the journey    
from childhood to young    
adulthood?  

Students will read “The Utterly Perfect 
Murder” by Ray Bradbury, “The Scarlet 
Ibis” by James Hurst, and “Through The 
Tunnel” by Doris Lessing.  

Comprehension quizzes will 
follow each assignment to 
assess compliance and 
comprehension. Students will 
create a non-fiction writing 
piece comparing a childhood 
memory with the memory of 
the same event as 
remembered by another 
person.  

3 Weeks 

     
     
     
     

 

 


