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Southern Cayuga Central School District – Curriculum Map 

Subject: English 9- Zimpfer                School Year: ___2017-2018________ 

Title or Topics 
w/ NYS Standards 

Essential Questions & 
Vocabulary 

Content Skills 
(Activities to cover Essential 

Questions) 

Major Assessments 
(Tests, Project, etc.) 

Time Frame 
 

The Power of Storytelling 
 
The Most Dangerous Game 
The Necklace 
The Wasps’ Nest 
 
Standards- cite evidence to 
support analysis 
Interpret, analyze and 
evaluate narratives 
aesthetically and ethically  
 
 

How do stories instruct or 
inspire us? 
How do stories reflect 
personal or cultural 
values?  
 
Plot 
Theme 
Metaphor 
Simile 
Point of view 
Conflict 
Point of view 
 
 
 

Examine structure of a narrative 
Study and understand elements of good 
story telling 
Vocabulary of literature study  
Video of TED talk- Sean Kirst: “At the 
Lighthouse-Why I Tell Stories” 
Review of end punctuation and 
capitalization rules 
 

Writing assignment- “Your 
Story- An Obstacle You 
Encountered” 
End punctuation and 
capitalization grading 
event.  

3 weeks 

The Adventure/Ordeal of 
Adolescence 
 
Stargirl 
TED Talk- Insight into the 
teenage brain 
Article- Five Characteristics  
Of Adolescent Social and 
Emotional Development 
 
Use experience and 
knowledge to think 
analytically  and address 
problems creatively and 
advocate persuasively.  
 
Determine an authors’s 

How is the adolescent 
experience influenced by 
physical, mental and 
emotional changes? 
How do these changes 
impact behavior and 
decision making? 
 
Pre frontal cortex 
Herd mentality 
Social interdependence 
 
 
 
 

Reading novel Stargirl with discussion 
of theme, plot and conflict 
Viewing Ted Talk on teenage brain with 
discussion on content 
Reading article on characteristics of 
adolescence with discussion 
 

Journal entry- “Positives 
and negatives of high 
school” 
Journal Entry- “What I 
would Change About My 
Life” 
Persuasive Essay- “One 
thing I would do to make 
high school better”  
 
Reading content 
evaluations for 
comprehension checks 

5 weeks 



2017 

 

point of view or purpose in 
a text 
 
 
 
The Diary of Anne Frank 
 
Cite evidence 
to express what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
what is inferred. 
 
Describe plot and character 
development throughout 
the work.  
 
Make connections in text 
with events both historical 
and contemporary  

  
Why were the German 
people willing to follow 
Hitler and allow his 
atrocities?  
Does knowledge of 
history inform our 
decisions in the present 
and future?  
 
Holocaust 
Third Reich 
Concentration camp 
Resistance 
Genocide 

Read play aloud in class (whole group) 
Create a Holocaust timeline with 
students working in pairs to research 
and report to the class on events of the 
Holocaust 
Hiding box- students place in a shoe 
box what they would bring with them if 
they suddenly had to abandon their 
homes and go into hiding.  
Discussion of Neo-Nazi rallies and 
fallout from them.  
 
 

Holocaust timeline 
presentation. 
 
Writing assignment- 
should white supremacist 
groups be allowed to 
march and hold rallies?  

5 weeks 

The Giver 
 
 

What is the correct 
balance between personal 
liberty and societal safety? 
 
Is happiness and 
fulfillment best achieved as 
a group or as an individual 
or some combination of 
the two? 
 
Is conformity a virtue or a 
vice?  
 
Utopia 
Distopian 
 
 

Reading and discussing the novel The 
Giver 
 
Examining the USA Patriot Act and 
identifying the tradeoffs between 
security and liberty/privacy.  
 
Journal entry about security in schools 
and airports 
 
 

Reading comprehension 
quizzes 
 
Summary of government 
actions allowed by the USA 
Patriot Act 
 
Journal entry about 
adequacy/ desirability of 
metal detectors and dogs 
in schools.  

5 weeks 

Animal Farm  What are the 
characteristics of 
totalitarian regimes? 

Reading and discussing George Orwell’s 
Animal Farm. 
Study of Russian revolution, abuses of 

Reading comprehension 
quizzes. 
Mini research project on 

5 weeks 
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How do they amass and 
retain power? 
What common 
characteristics do all 
dictators share? 
How do allegories allow 
authors freedom?  
 
Totalitarianism 
Socialism 
Communism  
Propaganda 

the Russian royalty, Lenin’s rise to 
power and Stalin’s rise to power.  
Comparison of Stalin, Hitler, Sadam, Idi 
Amin and other 20th century dictators.  
Comparison of Marx’s communism with 
realty of communistic regimes.  

rise of Soviet communism.  
Writing an original 
allegory.  

The Research Process What are educational 
systems like in other 
countries across the 
globe? How do they 
compare with the 
American educational 
system?  
Vocab: 
MLA 
In text citation 
Plagiarism 
Primary/secondary 
source 
Bibliography 
Outline 
 

Reflect upon past writing pieces-
revision 
Note taking strategies 
Organization and outlining 
Citing text properly in the body of the 
paper 
Creating a bibliography 
Creating a title 
Editing and revising 
Peer editing and revising 
What does plagiarism look like activity 
 
 
 

Education Systems Around 
the World Research Paper 

6 weeks 

**Each Unit above collectively addresses all of the Common Core Standards for ELA & Literacy. 

Title or topics Essential questions Content skills (activities to 
cover essential questions) 

Major Assessments Time  

A Christmas Carol  To what extent has 
Dicken’s classic tale shaped 
our perceptions and 
expectations of the 

Reading and discussing A 
Christmas Carol. 

Exploration of Dicken’s 
influence on Christmas 

Reading comprehension 
activities 

Vocabulary activities to 
decode Dicken’s lengthy 

4 weeks 
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Christmas holidays? 

What are the historic 
origins of our current 
practices and beliefs? 

How do other countries 
and other cultures observe 
various feasts? 

 

traditions. 

Research project and 
presentation of Christmas 
observances throughout 
the world.  

structure. 

Independent research and 
group presentation of 
Christmas observances 
throughout the world.  

 

     

Romeo and Juliet What is the role of 
Shakespeare in modern 
literature and modern 
culture? 

What accounts for the 
timeless appeal of Romeo 
and Juliet? 

 

Comedy  

Tragedy 

Foil 

Tragic flaw 

Comic relief 

 

Watching the 1969 Franco 
Zeferelli version of Romeo 
and Juliet. 

Reading the play as a class 

Research and exploration 
of the evolution of the 
theater from Shakespeare’s 
time to the present 

Plot analysis and reaction 
short writing assignments 

Essay critiquing Romeo and 
Juliet as tragedy vs. a 
melodrama.  

6 weeks 
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