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Southern Cayuga Central School District – Curriculum Map 

Subject: Music Tech                                                                                                                                                                           School Year: 2017-2018 

Title or Topics 
w/ NYS Standards 

Essential Questions & 
Vocabulary 

Content Skills 
(Activities to cover Essential Questions) 

Major Assessments 
(Tests, Project, etc.) 

Time Frame 
 

Tour of GarageBand 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What is MIDI? 
-What are some of the 
uses of Garageband? 

 Track 

 Region 

 Metronome 

 Loops 

- Worksheets 
- Readings 
- 

-Creating Tracks/regions/ 
and adding loops 
assignments 

1 week 

Using Loops 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What is a loop? 
-What is song form? 

 Audio 

 Midi 

 Loops 

 Tempo 

 Song Form 

 Melody 

 Phrase 

-Worksheets 
-short pieces 

-Creating melodies with 
loops assignment 
-Loops piece 

1 week 

Recording Drum Tracks 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What is rhythm vs. steady 
beat? 
-What goes into a good 
drum beat? 

 Rhythm 

 Beat 

 Whole note 

 Half note 

 Quarter Note 

 Rests 

-Worksheets 
-short compositions 

-Rhythmic Dictations 
-Drum Beat Assignment 

2 weeks 
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 Dictation 

 Quantization 

Composing and recording 
drum and Percussion 
Beats 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What is syncopation? 
-What are some songs that 
you know that use 
syncopation? 

 Syncopation 

 Compositions 

 Sixteenth notes 

 Cymbal 

 Snare Drum 

 Bass Drum 

-short compositions -Melodies with Loops 
assignment 

2 weeks 

Writing Melodies 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What goes into a good 
melody? 
-What are some 
characteristics of a good 
melody? 

 Melodic dictations 

 Intervals 

 Dorian scale 

 Leap 

 Stepwise motion 

 Augmentation 

 Fragments 

 Diminution 

 Octave 

 Sonata Allegro form 

 Stretto 

 Call and Response 

 Melodic Ostinato 

-Worksheets 
-short compositions 
-Dictations 

-Melodic dictations 
-D Dorian Melodies 

2 weeks 

Sound Stories 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 

-What can make a story go 
from 1 dimensional to 2 
and 3 dimensional? 

- A short composition 
-Worksheets 
 

-Creating a 2d space work 
sheet 
-Creating a 3d space 

2 weeks 
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Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-If you were to plot out a 
sound story, what aspects 
would help sell your 
composition? 

 Two Dimensional 
sound 

 Timbre 

 EQ 

 Reverb 

worksheet 
-Sound Story Assignment 

Midi Remix 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What constitutes a remix? 
-What are some 
techniques  

 Arrangement 

 Mash-up 

 Pitch 
 

- A short composition 
-Worksheets 
 

-MIDI Remix assignment 2 weeks 

Melody writing drills 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What makes a good 
Melody? 
-Why is it hard to make a 
good melody? 

 Motives 

 Cadence 

 Tonic 

 Dominant 

- A short composition 
-Worksheets 
 

-Create Melodic motives 
assignment 
-Motive Variations 
assignment 
-Motive Sequences 
assignment 
-Compose a piece to a 
given rhythm 

3 weeks 

Melody Forms 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 

-What is Call and 
Response? 
-Why do melodies need to 
have a form? 

 12 bar blues 

 AB form 

 Rondo 

-short compositions 
 

-Question and answer 
form assignment 
-AB tonic Assignment 
Rondo Assignment 

1 week 
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cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

Ringtone Project 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What goes into a 
ringtone? 
-What elements create a 
more effective ringtone? 

 Ringtone 
 

-Short compositions -Write your own ringtone 1 week 

Chord Progressions 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What is in a chord? 
-What are the purposes of 
each chord? 

 Chord 

 Harmonic Function 

 Major 

 Minor 

 Diminished 

-Worksheet 
-Composition 

-Chord Structure 
Assignments 

1 week 

Accompaniment Patterns 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What are the types of 
accompaniment pattern? 
-What are a few 
characteristics of an 
accompaniment pattern? 

 Block Chords 

 Alberti Bass 

 Arpeggiation 

-Worksheet 
-Composition 

-Complete the 
Accompaniment Patterns 
Assignment sheet 

2 weeks 

Putting it all together 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 

Which techniques did you 
use? 
-Why did you use those 
techniques? 

 Mastering 

-Composition -Create a song using 
techniques learned up 
until this point 

2 weeks 
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Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

More advanced Melodies 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What is a non-chord tone? 
-What are the names of 
the non-chord tones? 

 Chord Tones 

 Non-Chord Tones 

 Chromatic 

 Diatonic 

-Worksheet 
-Composition 

-Melodic non-chord tones 
assignment 

1 week 

Composing for a solo 
instrument 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What are the struggles 
with composing for a solo 
instrument? 
-Why did you pick the 
instrument that you 
selected? 

 Solo 

 Soli 

 Duet 

 Accompaniment 

-Composition -Compose a piece for solo 
instrument 

3 weeks 

Rondo Form 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What is rondo form? 
-When was it used 
primarily and by whom? 

 Rondo 

  

-Worksheet 
-Composition 

-Create a piece in Rondo 
Form 

2 weeks 

Audio and Audio Editing -What needs to be -Compositions -Speech Project 4 weeks 
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Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

accounted for when 
editing audio? 
-What techniques can you 
use to create a different 
sound? 

 Mastering 

 Effects 

-Radio Commercial  
-Podcast 

Music For Video 
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-What are Foley sounds? 
-What is the role of music 
in video? 

 Foley Sounds 

 MP4 

-Worksheet 
-Composition 

Create a soundtrack for a 
video 

2 weeks 

Final  
Standard 1: Creating and 
Performing 
Standard 2: Knowing and 
using arts resources 
Standard 3: Responding to 
and analyzing works of art 
Standard 4: Understanding 
cultural dimensions of the 
arts 

-Which techniques did you 
use when creating your 
final? 
-What were you trying to 
convey in your piece? 

-Composition -Cumulative piece  3 weeks 

 


