
 

8th Grade General Music - Perspectives of Music 
Curriculum Map for the 2020-2021 Academic Year 
 
Course Description: The primary objective of this course is to expose students to great music from a variety of styles and time periods while 
tackling socially relevant interdisciplinary topics simultaneously. This course will unfold around a series of themed units that will include 
listening and viewing sessions, basic analysis, writing, discussion, presentations, and capstone assessments. The elements of music will serve as 
the constant variable in all analysis and subsequent discussion. The course will unpack the musical arts and related disciplines with the 
ultimate goal of further developing an appreciation for music while unlocking its potential as a means of promoting community and social 
justice. 
 
Enrollment: All 8th grade students will be required to take this course. It will be twelve weeks in length and will be offered three times per year. 
 

Title/Time Frame:  Essential Questions:  Content Skills/Vocabulary:  Major Assessments: 

Unit 1: What is music? 
 
3 Weeks 
(Seven 90-minute 
sessions) 

● What is perspective? 
● What is music? (our working 

definition) 
● What are the elements of music? 
● What are the elements of visual art 

and dance? 
● Which elements of visual art and 

dance are the same/similar to 
music? 

● Are these foundational elements 
used in non-arts disciplines? 

● What are the instruments and 
instrument families of the symphony 
orchestra? 

● What are the voice parts? 
● What are the standard instrumental 

and vocal ensembles? 
(classical/jazz/pop) 

● What is (active) listening and how 
does it differ from hearing? 

● Defining perspective  
● Listening examples of varying 

styles/genres that effectively 
illuminate the elements of 
music and using the elements 
to unpack other listening 
examples (discussion and 
written) 

● Comparing and contrasting 
(discussion) the similarities and 
differences between the 
elements of music and the 
elements of visual art and 
dance 

● Independent research of the 
instruments of the symphony 
orchestra and in-class 
presentations on findings. 

● Discussion of the instrument 
families and characteristics of 

1. Exit Slip Assessments: 
Terminology and essential 
questions 

2. Warm-up Assignment: Daily 
listening and analysis using the 
elements of music or tasks 
related to the current content 

3. Defining Music - Draft 1: Craft 
an initial definition of music 
that is personal and reflects 
your present level of 
understanding and 
perspective.  

4. Analysis 1: Select one piece of 
music (your choice) and 
describe the melody, rhythm, 
texture, and timbre.  

5. Instrument Presentation: 
Research and prepare a short 
Powerpoint presentation on 
two instruments of the 

 

https://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/visual-elements/visual-elements.html
https://www.artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/visual-elements/visual-elements.html
https://www.elementsofdance.org/
https://www.elementsofdance.org/
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● Why does music affect people on a 
deep emotional level? 

● Why is music an indispensable part 
of life in modern and historical 
cultures throughout the world? 

 

the standard instrumental and 
vocal ensemble types. 

● Viewing TedTalk and other 
similar video presentations 
that present the differences 
between hearing and listening, 
how the brain processes music, 
how music plays a role in our 
emotional development, and 
how music is used in cultures 
from around the world.  

Vocabulary:  
1. Perspective 
2. Music 
3. Melody 
4. Harmony 
5. Rhythm 
6. Texture 
7. Timbre 
8. Form 
9. Articulation 
10. Dynamics 
11. Solo 
12. Ensemble 
13. Hearing 
14. Listening 

symphony orchestra. Be 
prepared to deliver your 
presentation in person or via 
Flipgrid. 

6. Guided Listening 
Assignments: Listen to a piece 
of music and analyze the 
sound using the elements of 
music. Emotional, cultural, and 
social factors will also be 
addressed. 

7. Relationship Story: Where do 
you encounter music and how 
has that music left a 
permanent imprint on your 
world? 

Unit 2: Musical genres, 
styles, and historical 
periods. 
 
3 Weeks 
(Seven 90-minute 
sessions) 

● What is genre? 
● What is style? 
● Identify and describe the 

mainstream western styles and 
genres. 

● What does it mean to appreciate 
music? 

● What does it mean to be 
open-minded to new styles/genres? 

● Musical genres and styles 
scavenger hunt where 
students will locate/identify 
pieces of music that fit specific 
genre/style parameters 

● Participate in class discussions 
pertaining to the four major 
periods of western art music 

1. Exit Slip Assessments: 
Terminology and essential 
questions 

2. Warm-up Assignment: Daily 
listening and analysis using the 
elements of music or tasks 
related to the current content 

3. Genre/Style Scavenger Hunt: 
Search for music that conforms 
to the various genres and styles 
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● What are the periods of music 
history, what are the basic 
characteristics of these periods, and 
what major social/political events 
occurred during these periods? 

● What is the evolution of jazz, rock, 
pop music? 

● What is world music and how is it 
different from western art music? 

● What genre(s) and styles of music 
appeal to you and why? 

● What genre(s) and styles of music 
don’t appeal to you and why? 

● Participate in class discussions 
pertaining to jazz, rock, and 
pop music 

● Complete guided listening 
tasks that aid in listening 
deeper for content and 
meaning. 

● Select and analyze a piece of 
music of your choice and 
present your findings to the 
class. 

● Watch videos on musical 
preferences and participate in 
a class discussion on the 
subject.  

Vocabulary: 
1. Genre 
2. Style 
3. Appreciation 
4. Evolution 
5. World music 
6. Mainstream 
7. Western 
8. Jazz 
9. Rock 
10. Pop 
11. Classical 
12. Appeal 

of music and explain why your 
choices are a good match 

4. Song/Piece Analysis 
Presentation: Select a piece of 
music and complete an 
analysis and then prepare and 
deliver a presentation about 
your piece. 

5. Defining Music - Draft 2: 
Modify your initial definition of 
music. 

 

Unit 3: Consuming 
music 
 
3 Weeks 
(Eight 90-minute 
sessions)! 

● Where do we encounter music? 
● How is music used to support and 

augment other art forms? 
● How is music used to sell products? 

● Generate a comprehensive list 
of places/ways where we 
encounter music on a daily 
basis 

1. Exit Slip Assessments: 
terminology and essential 
questions 

2. Venn Diagram: compare and 
contrast the characteristics of 
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● How is music used to set “the 
mood?” 

● How does your brain process music 
and how does your body react? 

● Is the Mozart Effect real? 
● How has the listener's (consumer's) 

relationship to music changed 
throughout time? 

● View and analyze an exemplar 
performance of an opera: 
Mozart’s Magic Flute or similar 

● View and analyze exemplar 
performances of several 
musical theater scenes: Music 
Man, Oklahoma, Sweeney 
Todd, or similar 

● View and analyze an exemplar 
performance of a ballet: 
Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker 
or similar 

● View/listen to and analyze 
examples of movie 
soundtracks, commercials with 
musical soundtracks, plays 
with musical interludes, etc.  

● Generate a comprehensive list 
of examples where music is 
used to set mood and analyze 
the elements of each example 
to determine why they elicit a 
specific emotional response 

● View a scientific presentation 
on how the human brain 
processes music and why 
emotional responses are 
triggered by certain sounds 

● Research the Mozart effect and 
the current conclusions about 
its validity 

● Look at historical events and 
social norms from each 
musical style period and 
discuss how our relationship 

the following genres: opera, 
musical, ballet, movie 

3. Commercial Analysis: select a 
commercial that incorporates 
music or musical elements and 
analyze how the music helps to 
convey the message or sell the 
product 

4.Mood Music Characteristics: 
you have been commissioned 
to compose music for a new 
exhibit at Disney World. The 
exhibit will feature six separate 
rooms, each designed to 
represent one of the six basic 
human emotions.  Select one 
of the rooms and describe your 
artistic intentions.  

5. Mozart’s Effect...or not? What 
side are you on? Does the 
Mozart Effect exist or not? 

6. Defining Music - Draft 3: 
Additional modifications to 
your initial definition of music. 
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with the musical arts has 
evolved over time 

 
Vocabulary: 

1. Concert 
2. Recital 
3. Opera 
4. Musical 
5. Ballet 
6. Play 
7. Movie 
8. Commercial 
9. Mood 
10. Response 
11. Consumer 

Unit 4: The expressive 
power of music! 
 
3 Weeks 
(Six 90-minute sessions) 

● What does “art for art’s sake” mean? 
● Why is music an integral part of all 

cultures? 
● Why is music important? 
● How do different musical genres 

help shape culture and have a 
profound impact on daily life? 

● Why do different genres of music 
appeal to different populations? 

● What are the personal stereotypes 
associated with different 
styles/genres of music? 

● How does music foster a sense of 
community within a given 
population 

● How can individuals actively 
participate in a musical community? 

● How can we support the arts in a 
meaningful way? 

● Philosophical 
discussion/debate as to the 
meaning of the expression: “art 
for art’s sake!” Why are we 
required to study music in 
school?  

● Daily warm-up listening and 
analysis exercises that are 
based around varying world 
music traditions 

● Discussion/debate on 
stereotypes and musical 
preferences 

● Independent research on 
musical organizations (both 
community and professional) 

● 20-Questions Exercise: asking 
probing questions about 
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● How do your musical preferences 
help to define you as a person? 

● How has your perspective shifted 
since the start of this course? 

musical styles, preferences, 
identity, and culture. 

● Sharing back about your 
musical journey in this course. 
How have you grown? Have 
your musical preferences 
changed and if so, in what 
ways? What have you learned 
about yourself and about 
others? Why is music vital to 
humanity? 

● What is music? We will revisit 
this question one last time! 

Vocabulary: 
1. Culture 
2. Stereotype 
3. Community 
4. Preferences 
5. Music 

 


