
 

Southern Cayuga Central School District – Curriculum Map 

Subject: English 10 School Year: 2020-2021 

Title or Topics  
w/ NYS Standards 

Essential Questions & 
Vocabulary 

Content Skills 
(Activities to cover Essential 

Questions) 

Major Assessments 
(Tests, Projects, etc.) 

Time 
Frame 

The Hate U Give - Angie 

Thomas  

 

 

 

 

How can we benefit from 

considering what it is that matters 

to us and then writing about that 

in a personal essay? 

 How is the personal essay 

different from memoir and 

narrative?  

How is the personal essay 

different from transactive or 

persuasive writing? 

Discussion/Journal Questions 

Socratic Seminar 

Tier 3 Vocabulary & Skills:  

Theme 

Motif 

SketchNote Journal 

 

Using elements from the “This I Believe” 

curriculum for HS students, we introduce the 

personal essay and differentiate it from other 

types of writing students may be familiar with. The 

“TIB” curriculum includes a handful of lessons 

guiding students toward the writing of their own 

“TIB” piece, w/ a number of activities to choose 

from. Listening to or reading a number of 

examples of effective and memorable “TIB” 

pieces. 

 

Journal Composition 

Sketchnote 

Mix Tape-Theme 

“This I Believe” personal narrative 

 

6 week 

Vocabulary : 

Tier 2 Weekly Words 

Tier 3 Embedded  

Anglo-Saxon Prefix  

Latin Prefix/Latin Root 

Specific and Embedded Vocabulary 

Weekly words and sentence building using 

SketchNotebook 

Using Context Clues Strategies- Tier 2 , Tier 3- 

 

SketchNotes 

Vocabulary BINGO 

Vocabulary Quizzes 

Using Resources- definition 

Practical Application/Usage 

On-going 

 

Text to Text, Text to Self, 

Text to World, Self to World  

Short Stories 

 

Essential Selections: 

The following authors and 

titles will be incorporated 

throughout the year to 

What are the primary elements of 

fiction/non-fiction? 

Analyze a particular point of view or 

cultural experience reflected in a 

work of literature from outside the 

United States, drawing on a wide 

reading of world literature. 

Students will read various short stories to develop 

an understanding of literary elements, plot 

structure, thematic analysis, through critical 

lenses. 

CEM- Common- Embedded- Material: supports 

topics/contents being covered to deepen student 

understanding. 

Formative Assessments: 

Classwork, Group work, 

Stations, Quizzes/Tests, 

Critical Analysis short response  

CETs 

 

Creative Writing – Short Stories, 

Poems 

On-going 

(CEM) 

 



 

support concepts and/or to 

connect to novel studies, 

global studies, current 

events. 

 

 

 

Analyze how an author's choices 

concerning how to structure a text, 

order events within it (e.g., parallel 

plots), and manipulate time (e.g., 

pacing, flashbacks) create such 

effects as mystery, tension, or 

surprise. 

 

CET: Common Embedded Tasks- completed in 

groups or individually to engage students and 

challenge their thinking. 

Students will read and write critically. 

 Literary Analysis of several genres of literature: 

Determine cause / effect 

Identify similarities / differences Interpret textual 

inferences Document responses  

Compare / contrast social awareness Understand 

subtle nuances / degree of irony  

Motivation of characters Recognize 

inter-relationship of plot and subplots  

Characterize the ramifications of the struggles 

between good vs. evil 

 

  

Text to Text, Text to Self, 

Text to World, Self to World 

Poetry 

 

(selections change annually 

in support of content and/or 

connection to novel studies) 

Literary terms, Elements of poetry,  

Close reading strategies,  

embedded vocabulary 

Poetic Terms, Types of poems. 

What literary devices are employed 

by poets?  

How is poetry different from prose? 

What personal, social influences 

affect a poet’s perspective?  

How does style affect the tone of a 

poem? 

Advanced Exploration of Poetry and poetic 

devices  

Poem Explication and writing  

Interpret textual inferences Document responses 

Understand subtle nuances / degrees of irony 

Identify change in tone Recognize the impact of 

change in style Cooperative learning activities 

Graphic organizers pertaining to poetic devices 

Discussion 

Explication 

Write several poems 

 

On-going  

(CEM) 

Text to Text, Text to Self, 

Text to World, Self to World 

Non- Fiction-  

Essays/ Articles 

(selections change annually 

in support of content and/or 

connection to novel studies) 

Reading for Information and 

Understanding 

Reading challenging, thought 

provoking texts through a variety of 

lenses- social/cultural, feminist, 

historical, etc. 

 

Close read and analyze documents for 

information and understanding 

Margin notes- M.I.P strategy 

 

 

Peer/group discussions 

Critical responses 

On-going 

(CEM) 

Exploration of Literature: 

Independent Reading 

Students will independently 

read a minimum of 2 books, 

of their choosing, at their 

reading level- 

Reading expands understanding 

of the world, its people and 

oneself.  

“Why do people read?”  

“What do people read?” 

Plot Sequence, reading strategies, literary terms 

and elements, figurative language. 

 

Art of persuasion  

Public Speaking Skills 

Reading Log 

Plot Sequence 

Critical Lens Responses 

Book Summary 

Defending the Climax 

Book Review 

2-3 times/ 

year 

 



 

in addition to the novels 

assigned in class.  

Students will maintain a 

reading log. 

Students will respond 

critically through the reader 

response critical lens.  

 “What are the benefits 

of reading?” 

Google Slides Presentation -  

3 minute Persuasive Speech Flip 

Grid 

A Christmas Carol 

Charles Dickens 

Supportive Literary Texts 

(Fiction) • “The Gift of the 

Magi,” O. Henry • “The 

Treasure of Lemon Brown,” 

Walter Dean Myers • 

Scholastic Informational 

Texts (Nonfiction) • “History 

of Christmas” from BBC • 

“Study: Experiences Make 

Us Happier Than 

Possessions” from 

CNNHealth.com, Elizabeth 

Landau • “Do Experiences or 

Material Goods Make Us 

Happier?” from ScienceDaily 

• “The Eighth Tuesday We 

Talk About Money” from 

Tuesdays with Morrie, Mitch 

Albom • “Charles Dickens: 

Six Things He Gave the 

Modern World” from BBC 

News, Alex Hudson 

How has Charles Dickens 

influenced modern society? 

 

What can we learn about human 

selfishness, human kindness and 

redemption?  

Whole-Class Instruction  

Small-Group Reading/Writing- Most writing 

instruction is likely to occur during whole-class 

time.  

Novel Studies/Short Stories- Fiction 

Literary Elements  

Short Story -Plot Sequencing 

Characterization 

Character Development 

 

Static Vs Dynamic Character 

 

Non-Fiction- Power of Annotation 

Central Idea 

Perspective 

Theme 

No RedInk -prewriting 

Critical Lens Response Composition 

 

Formative Assessments: 

Classwork, Group work, 

Stations, Quizzes/Tests, 

Critical Analysis short response  

CETs 

6 weeks 

 

The Tragedy of Julius 

Caesar- William 

Shakespeare 

 

Article: “Caesar’s 
Triumphs- Celebrating the 

What are the political, cultural, 

historical, and literary factors evident 

in text?  

How has language changed from 

one-time period to another? 

How does one differentiate between 

pre-modern and modern theatre? 

Plot summaries  

Completion of study guides  

Modernize verse Evaluation of discussion driven  

cooperative learning activities  

Graphic organizers pertaining to character 

analysis 

 

Formative Evaluations 

Quizzes 

Tests  

Critical Response Essays 

Group Activities 

Journaling 

6 weeks 

 



 

Spoils of War” Andrea 
Frediani 

Relevant historical, philosophical, 

socio economic information  

What does it mean to be oppressed? 

Is violence ever justified?  

Should violence ever be used as a 

means to fight injustice?  

What is a friend? 

Vocabulary: 
Biography, Theme, Tone, Character  

Satire, Irony, Social perspective 

Dynamics of interpersonal 

relationships Moral dilemma Drama 

Lit. Terms 

Close Read support articles 

Do Now Journaling 

Good Vs. Evil: 

“Who’s the Bad Guy, Now? Group Activity 

Using MLA Style 

Modern Language 

Association  

What is MLA and why do we need to 

know it? 

How do you use MLA for various 

sources? 

Provides standards for writing citations 

Protection from plagiarism 

Readers can easily check where you got your 

information from- citing from different sources 

 

Most written responses 

 

Research Paper (connection and 

collaboration with Global Studies) 

In-text citations 

MLA formatting your 

document 

Works Cited 

On-going 

Career Research Project  What are the various research tools 

available?  

What skills are necessary to 

complete senior level research work? 

How can one determine the  

reliability of individual sources?  

How does one decipher valuable 

information from multiple resources? 

Resume Cover letter Interview 

Naviance: Career Survey Road Trip Nation 

Resume Write: Cover Letter Application 

Research: Job Available Positions Locations, etc. 

Write personal essays (2) 

Job Interview Career Research 

Portfolio 

4 weeks 

 

Each Unit above collectively addresses all of the NYS Common Core Standards for ELA and Literacy 

 


